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Dear Sir or Madam,

| write to ask you to support the Inaugural Asian American Literary
Festival and Awards Ceremony. This high-profile celebration of
Asian American literature will expose the public to renowned
literature by writers of color and feature two special guests: Knopf
Publisher and Editor-in-Chief Sonny Mehta and Booker Prize
winning novelist Michael Ondaatje, author of The English Patient.

The first of its kind in the nation, our
Festival will be an unprecedented,
two-day event that will showcase more
than thirty award-winning authors
reading together for the first time. We’'ll
also present the Twelfth Annual
Literary Awards to honor last year’s
best Asian American writing.
Tony Award winning playwright For nearly two decades, The Asian
David Henry Hwang and Law & American Writers’ Workshop has
Order actor B.D. Wong at the 2008 yean g force for exceptional
Asian American Literary Awards. .

literature. We nurture anyone who

has a story to tell, whether they’re
Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri, whose first book party we
hosted, or a struggling young writer just graduating from high
school. Just last year, the United Asian American Organizations
named us one of the top five Asian American groups in the
country.

But our audience is not just Asian American. Over our fifteen plus
years, we have seen literature make people imagine what it's like to
be someone else. We have seen every American, no matter the
color of their skin, to come to understand how Asian Americans
form a central chapter of the American story. We believe this
literature, and our events, are for everybody.

Show that you believe in the art of literature in a time when less
than a third of Americans read for pleasure. We ask you to invest in
the Workshop’s efforts to make Asian American literature for
everyone. Your generous support will help us reach an even
greater audience and make the first Literary Festival an
overwhelming success.

Sincerely,

Ken Chen
Executive Director

P.S. Please reply by Thursday, October 30 to ensure that you are
listed in our program. Festival proceeds will help fund a special
scholarship for Asian American student writers.

The Inaugural
Asian American
Literary Festival

November 13, 2009

Gala Dinner featuring Sonny Mehta
& Michael Ondaatje.

November 14, 2009

All-day Literary Festival at the
PowerHouse Arena in Dumbo,
Brooklyn, one of The New York
Times’s twelve places to see.

Honoring & Featuring

Alfred A. Knopf Publisher and
Editor-in-Chief Sonny Mehta has
been called “one of the greatest
editors of all time.” His authors
include Nobel Laureates Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, V.S. Naipaul, and
Toni Morrison.

Michael Ondaatje is “one of North
America’s finest novelists” (Wall
Street Journal) and the author of
twelve collections of poetry and five
novels, including the Booker Prize-
winning The English Patient.
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Past corporate sponsors Verizon,
HSBC, Edelman, Lehman
Brothers, Skadden Arps Slate
Meagher & Flom LLP, Goodwin
Procter LLP, Kramer Levin Naftalis
LLP, Design Within Reach Annex,
The Chinese American Bankers
Association.

For more information, contact
Executive Director Ken Chen:

Email kchen@aaww.org

Tel. 212.494.0061

Fax 212.494.0062

Address 16 W. 32" St., 10A
NY, NY 10001



The Asian American Literary
Festival will be the only event of its
kind—a high-profile celebration of
Asian American culture for an
audience of all ages and cultural
backgrounds. And it’ll be fun too.
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Reach a Large & Untapped Audience. Asian Americans are the fastest growing community
in the country. Even though we make up 12% of New York City, we're not often targeted by
conventional marketing efforts.

The Workshop has a large, active audience —and we’re growing. Last year, we tripled
our public programs and increased our email list by over 25%. We have 700 paying
members and 6,000 people on our email list. We're a pan-Asian group: last year we
featured 124 writers from nearly twenty ethnic groups.

We’ve been featured in The New York Times, AsianWeek, Hyphen Magazine, and
Poets & Writers. Our literary ceremony last year received significant attention from the
Asian American media, including Ningin and Angry Asian Man, the two highest ranked
Asian American blogs, and Tsingtao, one of the highest circulating Chinese American
newspapers.

We possess a “staunch presence” in the New York cultural scene (AsianWeek). We
attract a cross-generational audience of Asian American community leaders and high
school and college students. We have a large young professionals group composed of
affluent young lawyers, doctors, professors, and bankers, who are supportive of the arts
and the programs we provide.

Nurture diversity, the arts, and understanding across cultures. The Asian American Literary
Festival will bring Asian and Asian American experiences and art forms to the foreground of
the New York cultural scene. This is not just another literary festival, but a major community
gathering. An intersection of national and international authors and a host of curatorial
partners, the Festival will be the only place the public can find both a high-profile Asian
American community event and a two-day literary arts extravaganza.

Foster the voices of youth from a variety
of backgrounds and traditions. For more
than 15 years, our youth programs have
helped young people find their own voice,
through workshops, mentoring, and
educational programs. Our youth
programs have won awards from the
National Endowment for the Arts, Union
Square Awards, and Coalition of Asian
American Children and Families.

The Inaugural
Asian American
Literary Festival

A ..
“I bow in gratitude to The
Asian American Writers’
Workshop for its invaluable
service to the making of our
literature and culture.”
—Maxine Hong Kingston,
author of The Woman Warrior
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About The Asian American
Writers' Workshop

Since 1991, The Asian
American Writers' Workshop
has served as the largest,
national nonprofit devoted to
Asian American literature and
creative writing. We're a
literary arts organization and
an irreplaceable community
for Asian Americans.

The Workshop in 2008
Writers featured 124

Distinct Ethnic 19
groups featured

Daily Website hits 8,000
Paid members 700

E-mail and postal 5,000
mail recipients

Collaborators 44
IRy /////

“The situation for literature
seems dire these days, and
any kind of organization that
unites writers and helps
promote literature—both the
writing and reading—is
crucial, even essential, to the
life of the literary form. The
Workshop happens to be
particularly good at this.
Literature in New York City
and the USA as a whole are
richer for it.”

—Rick Moody, author of
Garden State and The Ice
Storm



Show that you believe Asian
Americans are a vital voice in
our country’s literary culture.

Inaugural Presenting Sponsor ($10,000)
One-year logo placement on emails (5,000+ members).
One-year logo placement on website (4,000 hits a day).
Title placement for event and prime location for booth at Festival.
Acknowledgment in upcoming Festival publicity and media coverage.
4 tickets to Nov. 13 Gala Dinner with Mehta & Ondaatje.
Live acknowledgment before and after event by speaker.
Prominent placement of banner at event.
Full-page advertisement in festival program.
Logo inclusion in all posters, program, website & promotion for event.
Corporate membership for sponsor employees (event discounts).

10 tickets to Nov. 14 Awards reception and All-Access Festival Passes.

Gold Sponsor ($5,000)
Live acknowledgment before and after event by speaker.
Prominent placement of banner at event.
2 tickets to Nov. 13 Gala Dinner with Mehta & Ondaatje.
Corporate membership for sponsor employees (event discounts).
Full-page advertisement in festival program.
Logo inclusion in all posters, program, website & promotion for event.
8 tickets to Nov. 14 Awards reception and All-Access Festival Passes.

Silver Sponsor ($2,500)
Corporate membership for sponsor employees (event discounts).
1 tickets to Nov. 13 Gala Dinner with Mehta & Ondaatje.
Full-page advertisement in festival program.
Logo inclusion in all posters, program, website & promotion for event.
6 tickets to Nov. 14 Awards reception and All-Access Festival Passes.

Bronze Sponsor ($1,000)
Full-page advertisement in festival program.
Logo inclusion in all posters, program, website & promotion for event.
4 tickets to Nov. 14 Awards reception and All-Access Festival Passes.

Program advertisement only
Full page $300; Half-page $150.

The Inaugural Asian
American Literary Festival

Sponsorship
Commitment

| would like to support the following:

[ ] Exceptional cultural events that give a
community to Asian Americans and lovers of
literature alike.

|:| A scholarship to encourage disadvantaged
students of color in their creative pursuits.

|:| A special fellowship for a young writer to gain
vital arts administration experience at the
Workshop.

Contact Name Title

Company/Organization Name

Address

City State Zip Code
Daytime Phone Fax

Email

Signature Date

Please reserve the following sponsorship package

for my company:

] Inaugural Presenting Sponsor - $10,000
Gold Sponsor - $5,000

L] siiver Sponsor - $2,500
Bronze Sponsor - $1,000

L1 Full-page Ad - $300

L] Half-page Ad - $150

LI other:

L1 item Donation:

Payment Information
(] check [ Tinvoice
[ Credit Card:

Type Expiration Date

Please address checks to The Asian American
Writers’ Workshop. For more information, contact
us at 212.494.0061 or kchen@aaww.org. Mail to:
The Asian American Writers’” Workshop, 16 West
32nd Street, Suite 10A, NY, NY 10001.




